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People often “tether” their computers to their smartphones, sending their computer’s network traffic over the device’s cellular data connection. “Reverse tethering” is the opposite - tethering your Android smartphone or tablet to your PC to use your PC’s Internet connection. This method requires a rooted Android and a Windows PC, but it’s very easy
to use. If your computer has Wi-Fi, it may be easier to create a Wi-Fi hotspot using a utility like Connectify instead. Prerequisites Before using this utility, you’ll have to enable USB debugging on your Android phone or tablet - open the Settings screen, tap Applications, tap Development, and tap the USB Debugging checkbox. You will probably also
want to disable SuperUser access notifications, or you’ll constantly see the SuperUser notification. Launch the SuperUser app on your device, open its menu, tap Preferences, and uncheck the Notifications check box under Notifications. If you don’t see the SuperUser app on your Android, your device probably isn’t rooted. You’ll also need your
device’s USB driver installed on your computer. You can get this from your device’s manufacturer or try downloading a generic driver from Google. Android Reverse Tethering Tool Android Reverse Tethering is a Windows utility that uses ADB - also known as Android Debug Bridge - to share your computer’s Internet connection with your Android
over USB. It includes its own copy of ADB, so you don’t even need the Android SDK installed on your computer. You can download it from here - scroll down and click the latest ReverseTethering .zip file in the Attached Files section. Extract the downloaded .zip file and run the AndroidTool.exe application inside its folder. Connecting Plug your
Android smartphone or tablet into your computer with its USB cable, select it from the Select a device drop-down box, and click the Connect button in the Android Reverse Tethering Tool application. It will connect to your Android and install the required software (Busybox and Redsocks) on it. Tap the Allow button in the SuperUser prompt to allow
the USB Tunnel tool on your device. If you encounter a crash, close the Android Reverse Tethering Tool application and start again. You can also try clicking the Kill ADB button on the Tools tab to relaunch the ADB process. You’ll see a connection notification when the tool establishes a connection. Usage After the setup process is complete, you can
open apps on your device and use the Internet. Your Android will forward network traffic over the USB cable to your computer, where it will take advantage of your computer’s Internet connection. The Windows application shows information about the forwarded connections. Some applications may complain that you don’t have an Internet
connection, although most (with the notable exception of Google Play app downloads) will work properly. You can work around this problem by connecting to a 3G or Wi-Fi connection before activating reverse tethering - Android will think you have a normal connection, although all data will be send through your USB cable and not over the air.
Windows 10’s new Android screen-mirroring feature only works with a handful of phones and PCs. Here’s how you can mirror nearly any Android phone’s screen to your Windows PC, Mac, or Linux system—and control it with your mouse and keyboard. The Options: scrcpy, AirMirror, and Vysor We recommend scrcpy for this. It’s a free, open-source
solution for mirroring and controlling your Android screen on your desktop. There’s just one catch compared to the Windows feature: You have to connect your phone to your PC with a USB cable to mirror it. It’s created by the developers behind Genymotion, an Android emulator. If you’'re all about a wireless connection, we recommend AirDroid’s
AirMirror instead. There’s a catch here too, though: If your phone isn’t rooted, you’ll have to jump through some hoops with a USB cable. You'll need to repeat this process every time you reboot your phone, too. There’s also Vysor, which is a bit more user-friendly—but wireless access and high-quality mirroring will require payment. We’ve also
highlighted using Miracast to wirelessly stream an Android device’s display to a Windows PC in the past. However, Miracast support is no longer widespread on new Android devices, and Miracast only allows viewing—not remotely controlling. How to Mirror Your Screen With Phone’s Screen scrcpy You can download scrcpy from GitHub. For
Windows PCs, scroll down to the Windows download link and download either the scrcpy-win64 link for 64-bit versions of Windows or the scrcpy-win32 app for 32-bit versions of Windows. Extract the contents of the archive to a folder on your computer. To run scrcpy, you’ll just need to double-click the scrcpy.exe file. But, if you run it without an
Android phone connected to your PC, you'll just get an error message. (This file will appear as “scrcpy” if you have file extensions hidden.) Now, prepare your Android phone. You'll need to access developer options and enable USB debugging mode before connecting it to your computer with a USB cable. In summary, you’ll head to Settings > About
Phone, tap “Build Number” seven times, and then head to Settings > Developer Options and enable “USB Debugging.” When you’ve done so, connect your Android phone to your computer. RELATED: How to Access Developer Options and Enable USB Debugging on Android Double-click the scrcpy.exe file to run it. You'll see an “Allow USB
debugging?” confirmation on your phone first—you’ll have to agree to the message on your phone to allow it. After you have, everything should work normally. Your Android phone’s screen will appear in a window on your desktop. Use your mouse and keyboard to control it. When you’re done, just unplug the USB cable. To start mirroring again in the
future, just connect your phone to your computer with a USB cable and run the scrcpy.exe file once again. This open-source solution uses Google’s adb command, but it bundles a built-in copy of adb. It worked with no configuration required for us—enabling USB debugging was all it took. Thanks to OMG! Ubuntu! for highlighting scrcpy as a solution
for mirroring Android to your Ubuntu desktop. It’s so much more flexible than that, however: It works well on Windows PCs, too. There's nothing worse than heading out on a trip, excited to listen to a new playlist you downloaded, then remembering the music is on your laptop, not the smartphone you plug your headphones into. Or remembering that
you downloaded a chunk of data onto your smartphone but you need to integrate it into an Excel spreadsheet on your desktop. For Android users, Elecom has created a new device that helps you transfer data from your phone to your computer and back again, without the need for USB cables or wireless transfers.The USB drive consists of three
pieces -- a USB connector, a microUSB connector and a cap. The USB connector is on one end, while the microUSB sits on the other, and the USB side can separate itself from the stick. An accompanying app, called Elecom Smart Copy, facilitates the process and lets you transfer items from your phone to the USB flash drive, then you can transfer
that data to any other mobile device or computer you like.The app is only available in the Google Play store, so Apple, Windows and BlackBerry users can't enjoy this USB drive's perks. The base model, which has 8GB of memory, is $47.70; 16GB is $58.30 and 32GB comes in at $74.20. The USB drive is available now at GeekStuff4U. Camo Android
Mac Hero (Image credit: Jeramy Johnson / Android Central) Video calling is a normal part of our abnormal lives these days, but far too many of us have to put up with crummy built-in potato cams on our laptops or desktop monitors. Of course, to improve the quality of your video calls, you could always go out and buy a dedicated webcam for your PC.
Still, there's another solution that probably won't cost you any extra — your current Android smartphone. There are several apps you can download on Android that will work with your PC or Mac computer and allow you to leverage the fancy high-end cameras on your smartphone to make you look marvelous. In the steps below, we'll show you how
easy it is to use your Android phone as a webcam for your PC.I'm using the Camo app for Android (currently free and in beta) on my OnePlus 9 smartphone and iMac for this guide.The first thing you'll want to do is install the Camo app from the Google Play Store (opens in new tab).Follow the on-screen prompts to grant necessary systems
permissions.Source: Android CentralPlug in a USB cable from your phone to your computer, and grant access on your device.Source: Android CentralNext, you'll need to set up the complimentary software on your PC.Visit the app's website to download the proper software for your machine. For this example, I've downloaded Camo for Mac from the
on-screen prompts to download, install, and grant necessary systems permissions.Source: Android CentralOpen up the Camo app on your computer.Make sure your phone is selected under the Camera settings, devices.Source: Android Central (Image credit: Source: Android Central)Open up your video calling app of choice, and make sure that the
new camera is the default for video calls.Source: Android Central (Image credit: Source: Android Central)Once you have phone and computer connected and the app running, you can make all kinds of tweaks and adjustments in the Reincubate Camo Studio app for your PC, including changing presets, adjusting zoom and rotation, and playing with the
exposure, white balance, brightness, and even more picture quality settings.I have enjoyed using the Camo app with my Android phone and Mac computer. I chose it because of the high number of positive reviews and compatibility with over 40 video calling apps like Zoom, Google Meet, and Microsoft Teams. But by all means, look around — there
are many other great webcam apps on the Google Play Store (opens in new tab) that allow you to accomplish the same thing.Camo and other webcam apps like it should work with any modern Android phone, but I had great success using my daily driver OnePlus 9.Additional equipmentDon't forget to download the Camo app and some sort of mount to
hold your phone up while you're video chatting.Camo App (Image credit: Google Play)Camo (opens in new tab) (See at Google Play Store)Currently, in beta for Android, the Camo app makes it easy to turn your Android smartphone into a high-end webcam for your Mac or PC. Best of all, it's free!Agoz Cell Phone Clip (Image credit: Amazon)Agoz cell
phone holder clip (opens in new tab) ($15 at Amazon)Since your phone will be plugged into your computer for this process, you're going to need a stand or clip to keep it propped up at the correct angle. This clip from Agoz should do the trick, but there are other options with adhesives you may want to consider instead.
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